
  

Police/Fire Emergency   911 

 

Non-Emergency Crime or 

Incident     242-6707 

 

Community Advocacy  

Program    244-3630 

 

 Contact an officer at the Com-
munity Advocacy Program 
(Mesa Mall sub-station) regard-
ing crime concerns and issues 
in your neighborhood.  The  
officer will help you with  
information and action  
appropriate to the situation. 

 

 

 

TO REPORT TRAFFIC 
SAFETY CONCERNS 
 
Call the traffic  
complaint hotline  
(970) 683-3444 and 
leave a detailed  
message about your 
concern.  Be sure to  
include your  
contact information. 
 
Also, check informa-
tion on the city’s  
website under traffic 
safety. This Neighborhood Watch Newsletter— published monthly and disseminated electronically by the 

Community Advocacy Program, City of Grand Junction Police Department— informs neighborhood 
watch coordinators and interested citizens of services and special events being offered by the police 
department and also presents articles of current interest related to home and personal safety.                      

Crime Prevention  
Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

“Preventing crime by designing a physical environment that 
positively influences human behavior.” 

Lighting Recommendations 
for CPTED 

Lighting is an important element 
in any site design. Whether a sin-
gle house or a shopping mall, ap-
propriate lighting techniques 
should be used.  Good lighting will 
help people to feel more comfort-
able with their surroundings.  It 
should provide clear paths for 
movement and highlight entry-
ways without creating harsh ef-
fects or shadowy hiding places. 

Provide lighting systems which 
provide night time vision for 
motorists to increase the visi- 

      bility of pedestrians, other  
      vehicles and objects which  
      should be seen and avoided. 

Design lighting systems for 
pedestrians, homeowners and 
business people to permit pe-
destrians to see one another, 
and to see risks involved in 
walking at night. 
Provide lighting systems 
which will enhance the ability 
for surveillance and observa-
tion. 
Provide lighting systems that 
minimize glare, shadow, light 
pollution and light trespass. 

(Final in 6-part series) 

Crime Free Multi-Housing   

Safety Check-list for Apartments 

      Check out your Apartment  

Entry door have a deadbolt lock and peephole? 
Sliding glass door have a wooden rod in the track so it can’t be opened 
and pins in the overhead frame so it can’t be lifted out? 
Landlord or building manager tightly control all keys? 

For extra security, leave a radio playing or a light on while you are gone.  
Always tell neighbors and the building manager when you leave for a busi-
ness trip or vacation.         (continued, page 2) 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT, TUESDAY AUGUST 3 

City website link for registering neighborhood events will be 

available soon.     More info in July newsletter.   

Due to budget cuts,  grant monies are not available.   
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For comments, suggestions or  
requests for specific topics for this newslet-

ter, send an e-mail to:   nwc@gjcity.org 

 

 

 

        Recent FBI notices report that “Ponzi 
schemes” (investor fraud schemes) are as prevalent as 

ever.  Investors who are gullible to promises of large 
returns continue to lose significant assets to scam art-

ists who effect a believable front of honesty and reli-

ability. 

        The FBI offers a few tips on how you can avoid 

being victimized by a Ponzi scheme: 

Be careful of any investment opportunity that 

makes exaggerated earnings claims. 

Exercise due diligence in selecting investments and 

the people with whom you invest.  In other words, 
do your homework! 

Consult an unbiased third party, like an uncon-

nected broker or licensed financial advisor before 

investing.   

       If you think you have already been conned in a 
Ponzi scheme, or are suspicious about a pending in-

vestment—contact your local FBI field office or local 

authorities. 

 

 

City of Grand Junction Website Source for 
Reporting Forms for  

Fraud and Financial Crime Victims 
The following information and reporting forms are 

available on the City of Grand Junction website: 

General information about how and what local de-

tectives investigate 

Downloadable forms and necessary information to 

report financial crimes: 

 *  Financial Crime Reporting Instructions 

 *  Financial Crime Reporting Information Form 

 *  Financial Crime Documentation Form 

 *  Check Fraud Complaint Form 

 *  Courtesy Notice Instructions   

 *  Fraud Reporting Form (fraudulent use of  

 credit or debit cards) 

 *  Authorization for disclosure of Financial  

 Account Information 

 *  Affidavit of forgery (forged signatures or  

 endorsements, altered check, draft or notes) 

 *  Theft of Rental Property Report form 

 

Go to www.gjcity.org website  
          Police Department Information 

           Bottom of page, Financial Crime Reporting 

 

Home and Neighborhood Safety 
In these times of economic distress, many people 
are concerned about the threat of rising crime in 
communities.  Fortunately, there are ways to help 
protect your home and your neighborhood from 
crime with simple steps like keeping your doors 
locked to starting a Neighborhood Watch program. 
There are things you can do to prevent crime. 
 
Work with your neighbors to keep your neighbor-
hood clean and orderly.  Keep spare keys with a 
trusted neighbor or nearby shopkeeper, not under a 
doormat or planter, on a ledge, or in the mailbox.  
Set timers on lights when you are away from home 
or your business is closed, so they appear to be oc-
cupied; illuminate or eliminate places an intruder 
might hide such as the spaces between trees or 
shrubs, stairwells, alleys, hallways, entry ways.   
 
With many law enforcement agencies being 
forced to reduce costs, it has never been more 
important for neighborhoods to work together 
to prevent crime. 

Safety Checklist for Apartments (continued from page 1) 

 
         Check out your Building 

Is there some kind of control over who enters and 

leaves the building? 

Are walkways, entrances, parking areas, elevators, hall-

ways, stairways, laundry rooms and storage areas well-
lighted, 24 hours a day? 

Are fire stairs locked from the stairwell side above the 

ground floor, so you can exit but no one can enter? 

Are mailboxes in a well-traveled, well-lighted area and 

do they have good locks? 
Are things well-maintained — are burnt-out lights fixed 

properly, shrubs trimmed, trash and snow removed? 

 

         Check out your Neighbors 

Get to know your neighbors.  Join or organize an Apart-

ment Watch group so neighbors can look out for and 
help each other. 

If you live in a large building or complex, think about a 

tenant patrol that watches for crime around the build-

ing, provides escort services for the elderly and monitors 
comings and goings in the lobby. 

Work with landlords to sponsor social events for tenants 

Look beyond problems to root causes—does your build-

ing need a better playground, a social evening for teens, 

a tenant association, new landscaping, a basketball 
hoop?  Work with the landlord for changes that make 

everyone proud of where they live. 
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IRRIGATION  

In the Ridges only  
 Pipeline Maintenance 244-1572 
Main Canals  Irrigation District  
Private Laterals Civil matter  
Siphons/pipes in right-of ways  
 Pipeline Maintenance 244-1572 
 

NOISE   

Construction Noise  
 Police Department  242-6707 
Neighbor complaints  
 Police Department  242-6707 
 

SELLING IN RIGHT-OF-WAY  

Illegal selling in row  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Interference with traffic  
 Police Department  242-6707 

 
SIGNS   

Private advertising  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Street/Traffic signs  
 Traffic Engineers  256-4110 
Traffic Signal  
 Traffic Engineers  256-4110 

 
STREETS   

Brush/trash in alley  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Claims for road hazard damage  
 Risk Management  244-1592 
Curb cuts/other work  
 Public Works   244-1554 
Curb/gutter sidewalk repair 
 Public Works   244-1554 
Dumping liquids in Street and gutter  
 Street Division  244-1575 
Existing storm drains   
 Street Division  244-1575 
Glass/debris in street  
 Street Division  244-1575 
 

 

 

A CITIZENõS GUIDE TO 

COMMON COMPLAINTS 
 
ANIMALS   

Animal abuse, neglect licensing  
 Animal Control  242-4646 
Animals at large  (with limitations) 
 Animal Control  242-4646 
Animals dead, injured, sick in right-of-way. 
 Animal Control  242-4646 
Animals feces/odor  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Animals not properly confined on premises 
 Animal Control  242-4646 
Bees (containment and removal)  
     Tri-River Extension Service 244-1834 
Cats at large      No control/none  
Mosquitoes  
    Redlands Abatement District 257-0191 
Pests (rats, mice) in Food service establishment
 County Health Dept.    248-6960 
Stray dogs/Barking dogs  
 Animal Control  242-4646 
Too many animals on premises  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
 

DUST  

From Construction  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
 

GRAFFITI   

Clean up on private property  
 Neighborhood Services 243-9274 
In Progress  Police Department      911 
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 OTHER   

Abandoned/unsafe structures  
 Building Department  244-1631 
Air quality report 
 County Health   248-6990 
Brand Inspector  
 Livestock    858-3347 
Building without a building permit  
 Building Department  244-1631 
Burn Permits   
 Fire Department   244-1400 
City Property   
 Property Agent   244-1538 
Drinking water  
 Water Lab    243-9636 
Fences  
 Neighborhood Services   244-1593 
Illegal wood burning  
 Neighborhood Services  244-1593 
Ordinances   
 City Clerk    244-1510 
Private sewer lines           Private Plumbing  
Property Line disputes  Civil matter  
Public Sewer lines   
 Persigo    256-4161 
Roaches/termites      Private pest control 
Water ComplaintsðLow or no pressure  
 Pipeline Maintenance  244-1573 
Weeds/brush   
 Neighborhood Services  244-1593 
Yard Sales  
 Neighborhood Services  244-1593 
 
 

USEFUL NUMBERS  
and WEB SITES  

Animal Control 
www.co.mesa.co.us           242-4646 
 
Better Business Bureau 
www.farmington.bbb.org  (505) 326-6501 
 
Building Department 
www.co.mesa.co.us           244-1631 
 
Chamber of Commerce 
www.gjchamber.org           242-3214 

 
STREETS, continued 
 
New Drainage Facilities  
 Public Works   244-1559 
Parking Complaints  
 Police Department  242-6707 
Sight Distance  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Street lighting  
 Traffic Engineers  256-4110 
Traffic Complaints 
 Traffic Hotline  683-3444 
Tree limbs blocking Signs/streets  
 Forestry   254-3849 
Tree limbs in street  
 Forestry   254-3849 
 

ODORS   

Failing Septic  
 County health  248-6960 
Other   
 State Health            248-7158 
Sewer odors  
 Sewer Plant   256-4161 
 

UTILITY LOCATES  

 Excel Energy            1-800-922-1987 
 

 
JUNK/TRASH   

Abandoned/junk cars in right-of-way  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Abandoned refrigerators with doors on  
 Police Department  242-6707 
Illegal dumping on public or private property 
 Police Department  242-6707 
Junk/junk cars on Private property  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Trash in street  
 Street Department  244-1575 
Trash on private property  
 Neighborhood Services 244-1593 
Tree limbs in Neighbors yard     Civil Matter  
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How to use 9-1-1 
 
When to call 9 -1-1: 

To get help for someone who is hurt. 
           (For example:  If someone is seriously in 
 jured or if you see someone hurt in an 
 accident.) 

If you see someone acting suspiciously, steal-
ing, or breaking into a home or building. 
If you see a fire 
If you see people fighting and hurting each 
other. 
If you see someone being robbed or beaten. 
If you believe emergency assistance may be 
needed but are not sure, call 9-1-1 and briefly 
describe the situation.  

If you call 9-1-1 by accident, donôt hang up.   Explain 
what happened to the 9-1-1 operator. 
 
When NOT to call 9-1-1: 

In the event of a natural disaster or emergency, 
minimize your calls to 9-1-1 unless it is a 
life=threatening police, medical, or fire emer-
gency.  The following guide should help you de-
termine when it is appropriate to call 9-1-1 in a 
disaster. 
Never call 9-1-1 as a joke. 
Never call 9-1-1 to ask for information. 
Do not call 9-1-1 unless you need emergency 
response from police, fire or emergency medical 
personnel. 
If you experience other types of problems not 
related to these emergency services call the ap-
propriate telephone number for those services 
(see following lists). 
Non-emergency information that might be useful 
to local law enforcement can be reported at 242-
6707, the non-emergency crime or incident num-
ber. 

 
What to say when you call 9 -1-1: 

Tell the dispatcher what is wrong. 
Tell the dispatcher your name , address  and 
telephone number . 
Do NOT hang up until they tell you that you 
should; they may have to ask you more ques-
tions. 

 

 

 
CITY OF GRAND JUNCTION 
www.gjcity.org  
 

City Attorney  244-1501  

City Manager  244-1501  

City Clerk  244-1510  

Community Development  244-1430  

Annexation Information  244-1450  

Engineering/Public Works  244-1554  

Sales Tax  244-1521  

Fire Department  244-1401  

Human Resources  256-4024  

Municipal Court  244-1537  

Neighborhood Services  244-1593  

Parking Meters and  
Tickets  

244-1537  

Parks and Recreation  254-3866  

Pipeline Maintenance  244-1572  

Solid Waste Management  244-1574  

Street Division  244-1575  

Traffic Complaints  683-3444  

Utility Billing  244-1579  

Visitor and Convention  244-1480  

Crime Stoppers  241-7867  



6 

Neighborhood Watch—Who Can Be 
Involved? 

Any community resident can join — young and old, 
single and married, renter and homeowner.  Even 
the busiest of people can belong to a Neighborhood 
Watch — they too can keep an eye out for 
neighbors as they come and go.   See pages 3 for 
information on starting a Neighborhood Watch 
group. 
 
Responsibilities as a Neighborhood Watch 
member 

Be alert! 
Know your neighbors and watch out for each 
other. 
Report suspicious activities and crimes to the 
police or sheriffs’ department.  Use the non-
emergency crime contact number if the activity 
is not an emergency in nature. 
Learn how you can make yourself and your 
community safer. 

 

Tips for Organizing a 

Neighborhood Watch Group 

(and keeping it active) 

Neighborhood Watch groups are NOT vigilantes.  
They ARE extra eyes and ears for  
reporting crime and helping neighbors.  These 
watch groups help build community pride and can 
serve as a springboard for efforts to address commu-
nity concerns. 
 
To Get a Neighborhood Watch group started:  

Define your neighborhood geographically.  Start 
smallð30 to 35 homes is manageable to begin. 
Talk to your neighbors.  Get an early idea of 
neighborhood issues. Start a committee of inter-
ested neighbors to help plan the first meeting. In-
volve as many as possible, including kids (can 
pass out flyers, etc.)  
Contact the GJPDôs Community Advocacy office 
(244-3630) to get information and to get help in 
coordinating your meeting. 
Plan the first meeting for a week-night at some-
oneôs home, yard, rec center, local park, school or 
church.   
Advertise the meeting.  Invite ALL in the geo-
graphical area.  Deliver flyers to each home.  Talk 
to everyone when you get the opportunity. 

 
Have an agenda & keep the meeting focused.  
Limit to an hour.  Provide food to promote 
socializing before and after. 
Set up a welcome table before the meeting 
begins with the sign-in sheet, name tags and 
any materials provided by the Community 
Advocacy officer.   
The Community Advocacy officer is available 
to provide presentations on Neighborhood 
Watchñapproximately 45 minutes with 10-
15 minutes for questions. 
Thank everyone who attended and those who 
helped or donated items.  Invite neighbors to 
remain and socialize. 
Plan future meetings (at least one annually) 
around the issues of interest.  Involve co-
captains.   
Develop a newsletter to communicate infor-
mation or send out the GJ monthly Neighbor-
hood Watch newsletter (via e-mail). 


